Evidence for the absence of a mutagenic effect of methadone in germ cells of Drosophila melanogaster.
The compound, methadone, used as a modality in the treatment of heroin addiction, was tested for mutagenic activity in germ cells of Drosophila. Results were negative in tests for sex-linked recessive lethals using feeding and injection procedures. Similarly, results from tests for chromosome breakage and nondisjunction failed to provide evidence of a mutagenic effect.